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Brief  R  E  M  A  R  K  S,  &c. 


%HE  author  of  the  Halifax  letter,  who  now 
affefts  to  call  himfelf  only  the  editor,  begins 
his  defence  with  “  a  ferene  and  compofed 
furvey  of  a  ftorm,  taken  in  a  calm,  after  the 
tumult  of  the  waves  had  fubfided.”  This  is  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  methodical  difpolltion  of  his  ideas,  and 
of  the  regularity  and  clearnefs  of  his  modes  of  think¬ 
ing.  He  gives  us  a  flourifh  on  the  “  blood  andim- 
menfc  treafure  of  her  fubjefts  that  Great-Britain  has 
Javifhed  for  the  fccurity  of  the  colonies,  as  well  as 
her  own  importance  and  dignity, Were  none  of 
thofe  fubjeCts  Americans  ?  Was  no  part  of  thofe  im- 
menfe  Turns  railed  by  the  northern  colonies  l  It  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  with  gratitude,  and  hath  very  generally 
imprelfcd  the  deepeft  fentimentsof  duty  and  loyalty, 
that  his  prelent  and  late  Majcfty,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  parliaments,  were  gracioully  pleafed  to  give  the 
colonies  far  greater  protection,  fupport  and  encou¬ 
ragement,  than  had  ever  been  received  from  ail  the 
Princes  their  royal  predecellors  together.  But  our 
notable  editor  Thou  Id  not  have  forgotten  that  thefe 
colonies  ever  diltinguiflied  themfelves  by  the  mod 
unbounded  loyalty.  rI  heir  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  prefent  cftablifhment  in  his  Majefty’s  illultrious 
family  ;  their  love  to  the  BritiTh  conftitution  and  go¬ 
vernment,  from  which,  under  God,  they  derive  their 
greateft  happinefs,  have  been,  at  all  times,  acknow¬ 
ledged 
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mi  f d  Tkf°m,C  °f  ^  m°ft  invetcrate  of  their  ene¬ 
mies.  That  the  northern  colonies  on  the  continent 

have  ever  exerted  their  mod  ftrenuous  efforts  in  the 
common  canfe  of  the  whole  empire,  will  not  be  de¬ 
nied  but  by  thole  who  are  fearlefs  of  ridicule,  and 
mtirely  loft  to  any  fenfe  of  honor  or  lhame.  I  will 
alfo  venture  to  affirm,  they  will  be  ever  found  ready 
on  any  future  occafion,  to  convince  thofe  of  their 
miitakes,  who  may  entertain  any  kind  of  doubt  of 
their  loyalty.  I  believe  there  were  few  fo  terrified 
and  alarmed, even  in  thefe  dark  and  gloomy  days  of 
the  American  commanders  preceding  an  Amherft,  a 
A/olfe  and  a  Monkton,  as  to  have  “gladly  compoun¬ 
ded  for  a  barrier  at  Albany.”  It  was  eafy  to  forefee 
that  a  change  of  Generals  would  bring  on  fo  effen- 
tiaU  change  of  meafures,  as  at  leaft,°  to  fe cure  his 
Majefty  s  ancient  territories.  The  event  of  things 
happily  proved  this,  and  a  great  deal  more.  I  remem¬ 
ber  thofe  days,  and  own  I  was  one  who  was  greatlv 
terrified  and  alarmed  at  the  rapid  progrefs  theFrench 
were  buffered  to  make,  while  ten  thoufand  of  the 
oeft  troops  in  the  world  were  kept  parading  at  Hali¬ 
fax,  and  fpent  thefummer  in  mock-battles  and  flexes, 
if  the  editor  then  had  his  relldencfe  there,  I  prefume 
he  was  well  plcafed  to  fee  theBritifh  forces  fo  wifely 
employed,  while  the  Canadians  were  bringing  fire 
nnd  Iword  into  the  bowels  of  the  continent,  I  am 
pretty  certain,  he  and  all  thofe  of  his  ftamp  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  would  have  been  grieved  at  an  Albany  barrier, 
lor  this  plain  realon  ;  they  were  in  hopes  to  join 
in  chanting  Te  Deum  with  their  French  Catholic 
Brethren  in  the  churches, chapels  and  meeting-houfes 
of  Bofton,  New-\'ork  and  Newport.  Upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  during  the  war,  they  manifefted  their  joy 
and  exultation  at  any  little  fuccefs  of  the  French- 
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but  kept  vigils  and  fevere  fafts  when  they  were  drub¬ 
bed.  The  Halifaxian  is  at  this  time  very  intimate 
with  a  fet  of  gentry  who  are  in  combination  to  vil¬ 
ify  the  colonies,  and  depreciate  every  fervice  they 
have  rendered  the  crown.  He  is  at  no  lofs  any  eve¬ 
ning  to  find  fome  of  his  old  gang ,  who,  if  fame 
fpeaks  true,  as  I  believe  fhe  does  for  once, have  crack’d 
many  a  bottle  of  true  ftcrling  to  the  health  of  J — m-y 

S - 1,  as  thefe  pretty  lads  call  him  when  they- are 

about  half  feas  over,  and  imagine  themfelvcs  out  of 
danger.  Such  is  the  little,  dirty,  drinking,  drabbing, 
contaminated  knot  of  thieves,  beggars  and  tranfports, 
or  the  worthy  dependents  of  fuch,  collected  from 
the  four  winds  of  the  earth,  and  made  up  of  Turks, 
Jews  and  other  Infidels,  with  a  few  renegado  Chri- 
llians  &  Catholics,  and  altogether  formed  into  a  club 
of  fcarce  a  dozen,  at  N~p— t.  From  hence  proceed 
Halifax-letters,  petitions  to  alter  the  colony  forms  of 
government,  libels  upon  all  good  colonifts  and  fub- 
jefts,  and  every  evil  work  that  can  enter  into  the  heart 
of  man.  Thele  are  fome  of  the  gentry,  who  all  of 
a  hidden  are  become  the  m oft  loyal  fubjccts  inAmc- 
rica  ;  and  have  had  the  impudence  to  attempt  to  per- 
fuade  all  England  that  the  reft  of  the  colonifts  areas 
great  rebels  as  ever  appeared  in  arms  for  the  Preten¬ 
der,  not  excepting  thole  choice  friends, of,  that  learn¬ 
ed  apothecary  and  barber-furgeon  of  a  man  of  war 
Dr.  Smallbrain,  the  lying  hiftoriographer,  of  the  hr  ft 
expedition  to  Louifbourg,  whom  he  has  bro’t  the 
beau  inonde  to  call  the  infurgents  of  x  7 .  Our  edi¬ 
tor  and  his  adherents,  have  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
NewportMcrcury  andelfewhere  fubrofa  talked  pretty 
loudly  of  “  dragooning  the  colonifts  into  better 
manners,”  and  faid,  “  G — d  d — m  their  blood,  they 
fhall  foon  fee  the  dilTerence  between  martial  and 

civil 
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Civil  law  :  between  the  common  law,  and  the  ccclc- 

,  Cal  .canonTs-  “  TJ_>ey  deferve  to  have  all  their 
laws^ written  Draco  and  D— 1-like  in  human  gore.” 

The  hand  of  a  Spanifh  inquifitor  is  far  too  light 
a  pumfhment  for  Fanaticks  ”*  “  I  hope,"  faid  one 

ol  the.  moll  mild  and  ferene  of  them,  laying  down 
lus  flute,  ms  fiddle  and  his  Pilpay,  “  to  fee  the  time, 
gi  ant  it  may  foon  come  ye  gods  whom  we  all  adore, 
cvnen  it  fliall  oe  decreed  meritorious  to  burn  a  rac- 
koon-box,  and  kill  a  fkunk.”  Thefe  are  two  cant 

junto  for  meeting-houfes  and  proteftant 
ci {Tenters.  “  A  man,”  fays  another,  “  who  would 
not  fight  for  high-church  and  the  hierarchy,  fooner 
tnan  for  monarchy  or  a  monarch,  except  one  Juris 
divim ,  is  no  good  fubjeft  or  chrifUan.” 

So  M-rt-n,fo,fo,  O  M—rt-n,  O, fie for  Shame  ! 
Loearb-oo-y  dear  JweetM-ffy  fweet, you're  all  to  blame. 
I  aiicejifty  more  of  their  bright  fayings  could  I  tell  ; 
Strong  fl  inking  of  the  the  lambent  flames  of  H _ Ilf 

I  fhould  not  have  thought  the  above  vain  threats 
worth  citing,  but  as  they  fhow  what  a  bleffed  advo¬ 
cate  any  ad  mini  ft  ration  hath  in  the  editor  and  his 
junto.  What  an  opinion  fhould  we  have  of  our  fu- 
puiuis,  if,  winch  Goa  forbid,  it  were  to  be  formed 
from  what  we  know  of  thefe  wretches  ?  Should  the 
editor  think  it  again  ft  the  laws  of  Polemicks  to  apply 
to  him,, or  the  Halifax  letter-writter,  who  chofe  to 
be  anonymous,  even  what  I  know  hath  been  faid  by 
divers  of  th c  junto,  let  him  recollect  that  the  fame 
editor  in  the  defence  of  the  letter,  hath  not  only 

made 
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cc  Halifax  letter  per  lot  Newport  Mercury  fpjrjm,  and  the  Me- 
raoirs  of  the  efuo  pj/tw,  drawn  up  by  that  wiznxgazsen  of  know- 
ledge  Dr.  Mum  chance. 

t  Balance  ior  “  fo  J  *m  -y,  lo,  fo,”  &c.  cited  from  tome  of  the  dull 


dogs  in  the  BufiOn 
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made  the  writer  of  the  vindication  of  the  colonies 
anfwcrable  for  every  thing  that  hath  been  thought, 
fpoken,  written,  printed  or  publiffied  in  America, an¬ 
ticat  holicon,  for  feveral  years  pad.  He  hath  without 
fufficient  authority,  affirmed,  that  the  author  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Bntijh  colonies  offer  ted  and  proved, and 
the  writer  of  their  Vindication  againft  the  editor’s  foul 
afperfions,  is  the  fame  perfon.  This,  if  true,  he  did 
not  know,  and  therefore  in  foro  confcienti<s  approxi¬ 
mates  to  leefing-making.  Does  this  fhow  his  hu¬ 
mane  and  ferenely  fweet  difpofition  of  avoiding  any 
thing  that  looks  like  a  pcrfonal  conteft.  He  certainly 
muft  be  loft  to  all  fenfc  of  honor,  or  when  he  was 
not  only  treated  like  a  gentleman, but  with  infinitely 
more  lenity  than  he  deferved,  and  nothing  faid  that 
could  be  called  naming  him,  he  would  not  have  ufed 
this  expreffion,  “  The  rights  of  the  Britiffi  colonies 
afferted,  of  which  this  Bofton  writer  was  the  author.” 
This  is  certainly  equivalent  to  naming  who  he  thinks 
the  writer  of  the  Vindication,  as  the  author  of  the 
Rights  alferted  gave  his  name  to  the  public.  Not 
content  with  this,  he  has  made  the  writer  of  the 
Vindication  anfwcrable  for  pieces  which  he  declares 
he  never  faw,  ’till  he  read  them  in  the  de¬ 
fence.  He  has  made  him  intimate  with  gentlemen 
he  never  heard  of,  and  -confederate  with  wri¬ 
ters  he  never  guefled  at.  The  writer  of  the  Vindi¬ 
cation  has  more  than  once  faid  in  my  hearing,  “that 
he  knows  not  any  more  than  the  dead  who  that 
Providence  writer”  is,  but  he  believes  him  to  be  a 
match  for  all  thejacobites  &  Jcw-jobbcrs  inNewport. 

With  regard  to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  I  folemnly 
declare,  and  defy  the  Editor  to  prove  the  contrary, 
and  I  have  heard  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  the 
Britiffi  colonies  afferted,  fay  as  much,  I  never  was 

dircftly 
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direftly  nor  indirectly  concerned  in, or  knowing  to  the 
composing  or  publifliing  of  one  pamphlet  or  other 
piece,  by  the  Editor  cited,  or  any  other,  except  the 
Rights  of  the  Colonies  afTerted,  and  the  Vindica¬ 
tion,  of  which  I  own  I  was  the  publiffier,  and 
the  author  of  the  firft  is  well  known  ;  and  if 
there  is  any  thing  offenfive  in  either,  I  am  heartily 
lorry,  and  am  well  allured  the  author  never  intended 
any  fuch  thing,  and  has  given  me  authority  in  his 
name,  humbly  to  afk  pardon  for  the  leaft  iota  that 
may  have  difpleafed  his  fuperiors,  humbly  imploring 
as  he  at  firft  expreffed  his  diffidence  of  himfelf,  that 
they  would  candidly  impute  any  flip  to  the  “  agony 
of  his  heart,  rather  than  to  the  pravity  of  his  will.” 

I  as  much  difapprove  of  many  things  that  have  been 
publifhcd,  as  the  Editor  pretends  to.  But  in  a  point 
of  fuch  importance, and  in  regulations  at  leaf:  new.,  is  it 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  there  fhould  be  forne  diver¬ 
sity  of  fentiments  ?  Should  any  imprudencies  have 
efcapedany,  all  “  candid  Philanthropes,”  but  fuch  as  the 
Editor,  will  make  benevolent  allowances  for,  thefe 
who  have  been  born  and  bred  in  the  wilds  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  have  had  little  opportunity  to  learn  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  urbanity  and  manners, unlefs  they  could  take 
them  from  a  few  ftrollers  draggling  pedlars  &  tranf- 
ports,  which  were  the  principal  fchool-maftersofpolite- 
nefs  the  letter  writerconverled  with, before  the  late  war, 
fincethe  opening  of  which, many  finegenrlemen  have 
vifited  thecolonies.  As  the  country  becomes  polifhed, 

I  hope  it  will  grow  in  virtue  and  good  manners, &  avoid 
the  leaft  appearance  of  any  thing  that  may  offend. 
The  colonies  have  been  long  indulged  with  a  more 
ample  fubordinate  legiftation,  than  the  wifdom  of 
adminillration  thinks  the  good  of  the  whoic  Empire 

O  1 

will  admit  of  their  enjoying  any  longer.  Indepen¬ 
dency 
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fubje&s  the  northern  coloniffs,  by  the  royal  requifitions 
figniffed  by  their  refpc&ive  miniftersof  ftate,to  the  feve- 
ra!  provincial  aflemblies.  In  confequence  of  thefe,and 
ol  our  lives  and  fortunes  being  ever  devoted  to  their 
Majefty’s  fervice,  men  from  time  to  time  were  chear- 
fully  raifed,  and  monies  granted  by  the  provincial 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  in  reflecting  on  the 
honour  and  happinefs  of  being  enabled  to  ferve  their 
King  &  country  in  this  way,  had  alfo  the  pleafure  of 
contemplating  cheir  own  importance  in  fociety. — No 
difagreeable  fentiment  this,  even  to  the  “  good  and 
virtuous  men”  of  the  Editor’s  acquaintance,  if  m any 
fuch  there  are.  The  bufmefs  of  the  provincial  af- 
fc m blics  for  the  future,  will  probably  be  confined 
to  the  u  little  low  local  affairs  of  their  petty  corpo¬ 
rations,  ’  as  they  are  considered  by  the  Ediror.  A 
very  great  friend  of  the  colonies,  as  he  is  pleafed  to 
ffyle  himielf,  in  a  late  M.  Gazette,  has  carried  the 
matter  lo  far,  as  to  fay  in  effect,  that  the  American 
colonics  are  of  no  more  importance,  than  the  moft 
in  Significant  fettlements  on  the  coaff  of  Africa. — That 
the  inhabitants  of  Cape-C  oaff-Caffle,  who  may  not 
confiff  of  more  than  a  captain,  two  Subalterns,  fifty 
non-com miffion  officers  and  privates,  ten  Strumpets 
and  their  brats,  have  as  much  pretence  to  hope  to  be 
be  indulged  with  returning  members  of  parliament, 
as  ail  N.  America,  which  has  at  this  prefent  writing, 
neaily  as  many  inhabitants  as  there  are  in  Scotland 
01  ii eland,  more  than  three  millions  of  which  are 
whites,  and  as  great  a  proportion  of'  them,  as  in  any 


part  of  .the  Britifh  empire,  without 
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true  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  who  fear  God,  honour  the 
King,  reverence  his  parliament,  and  daily  pray  for 
the  profperity  of  Great-Britain.  Am  I  a  man,  and 
rnuft  not  fpcak  ?  dears  relieve  me  a  moment! 
Thank  God  there  is  no  law  humane  or  divine, 
again  ft  treating  a  Halifax  letter-writer  as  he  de¬ 
fer  ves.  Tho  home  of  the  colonifts  fhould  not  in  all 
things  think  with  the  very  ingenious,  learned,  polite 
and  delicate  writer  of  a  pamphlet  intitled,  Regulati¬ 
ons  lately  made  concerning  the  colonies,  and  the  taxes 
impofed  on  them  confidered ;  yet  none  but  the  bigoted 
N — tEditor  would  thence  infer, that  all  the  continent 
of  America  were  about  to  become  infurgents.  As 
there  cannot  be  the  leaft  doubt  but  the  views  of  ad- 
miniftradon  are  intentionally  the  beft  and  wifeft  ;  fo* 
the  law  prefumes  with  me,  that  they  are  really  fo  on 
the  whole.  We  at  this  diftance  can  fee  but  very  im¬ 
perfectly.  Tis  the  duty  of  all  humbly  and  filently  to 
acquiefce  in  all  the  decifions  of  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive.  I  will,  however,  prefume  to  utter  one  fhort 
prophecy,  namely,  that  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
■  nine  in  a  thoufand  of  the  colonifts,  will  never  once 
entertain  a  thought  but  of  the  moft  profound  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubmiftlon  and  obedience  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
and  to  the  authority  of  parliament,  in  all  cafes  and 
polltble  contingencies.  Any  informations  of  a  con¬ 
trary  difpofition  in  the  colonifts,  tranfmitted  from 
America,  upon  a  ftrift  enquiry,  will  be  found  to  be 
at  leaft  very  great  miftakes. 

I  have  mentioned  the^pamph.iet,  intitled,  Regula¬ 
tions,  &c.  but  as  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  much 
pleaf-d  with  that  performance,  and  at  his  leifure,  is 
preparing  a  critical  and  candid  review  of  it,  with  a 
fincerc  defign  to  conciliate  as  far  as  poflible  every 

man 
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man  in  America  to  the  lyfteni  of  meafures  there 
difcufTcd,  it  is  needlefs  to  make  many  obfcrva- 
tions  on  it  here,  efpeci  ally  as  the  bare  naming  it 
in  a  day,  much  more  any  comparifon  be¬ 
tween  that  and  the  Halifax  letter,  will,  I  fear,  be 
confidered  as  an  outrageous  affront  to  the  real  merit 

o 

of  theEuropean,  if  fo,  I  afk  his  pardon  for  it.  The 
reader  will  there  find  the  coloniffs,  not  only  treated 
like  men,  but  gentlemen, and  Britifh  fubjeffs. — None 
of  your  Draconic  laws,  nor  inquifitorial  grid-irons 
to  broil  hercticks  on,  are  lifp’d,  or  I  believe  tho’t 
of,  much  lefs  openly  threatned  and  wifhed  for,  as 
by  the  Halifaxian. — We  fee  the  traces  of  genius  in 
every  fentence,  often  in  the  choice  of  a  fingle  letter 
in  the  alphabet. — The  tendernefs  of  a  parent,  the 
prudence  of  a  Neftor,  the  legiflative  lkill  of  a  Solon, 
and  a  Lycurgus  arc  difplayed,  inffead  of  the  rage, 
malice  and  fury  of  an  Oreffes,  tearing  out  the  bowels 
of  his  mother,  ffabbing  his  fitter,  killing  his  own 
Tons  and"  his  daughters,  and  plucking  out  his 
own  eyes ;  all  which  are  very  faint  traits  of  the 
roadnels  of  the  Halifaxian.  In  the  European  we  alio 
find  a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  conftitution,  laws, 
political  interetts,  internal  police,  and  ftatc  of  trade 
and  commerce  thro’  the  globe. — Of  all  this  in  the 
Halifaxian,  verily  nothing.  The  European  tells  us, 
we  are  a  part,  an  efiential  part  of  the  empire  of  Great 
Britain,  and  a  beloved  part,  entitled  to  every  benefit 
of  the  beft  conffitution  on  earth.  The  HalifaxTar- 
tar  will  not  allow  his  countrymen  any  greater  rights 
and  privileges  than  the  Creoles  allow  the  Ethiopians, 
or  his  brother  Sythians  afford  their  captives.  ^tic- 
quid  eft  vocis  ac  linguae  omne  in  ijlum  turpijfimum 
calumnue  quejlum  contulijii  !  Tu  lucern  adfpicere  audes? 
7 u  hot  intueri  ?  Tu  in  foro ,  tu  in  urbe ,  tu  in  civiuni 
ejj'c  confpeidu  ?  Anglice,  “  you  a  lawyer  and  cou li¬ 
fe  1  lor 
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fellor  at  Jaw  too,  and  a  candidate  for  one  of  the 
provinces  >  There  is  nothing  more  of  eloauence  in 
you,  than  there  is  of  mufic  in  the  rumbling  of  a 
lumber  cart  What  little  fkill  you  have  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  your  voice,  hath  been  employed  in 
jng  fong,  as  your  pen  hath  been  in  fcanda- 
hzing  your  country.  Dare  you  behold  the  light  ? 
Dare  you  face  the  forum,  the  city  and  the  alTcmbly 
ot  y°ur  injured  fellow-countrymen  ?”  I  fhall  oafs 
over  what  the  Editor  fays  of  the  Providence  writer. 
as  le  ca**s  Urn,  ar>d  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
except  where  he  has  bro’t  theVindication  inqueftion! 
Thole  gentlemen  are  able  to  defend  themfelvcs  a- 
gamlt  tiiis  doughty  champion  for  Great-Britain,  as 
he  vainly  ftiles  himfelf.  The  Editor, in  order  to  fup- 
portjriscnargeagainlf  the  colonies,  of  dilloyalty  and 
dilafiection  to  Great  Britain,  has  been  grubbing  up 
all  the  little  pieces  that  have  been  published  in  any 
of  the  News-Papers  on  the  continent.  He  will  have 
it  again,  contrary  to  what  he  muft  know  to  be  true, 
that  numberlefs  pamphlets  have  been  publifheci 
upon  the  occaflon.  It  prior  to  the  Halifax  letter, 
[lC  name  abo\c  lour,  ana  one  fince  bendes  the 
\  indication  agamft  him,  I  will  give  him  the  weight 
in  gold  of  all  that  have  been  publiflied.  This  dic¬ 
tator  has  given  the  author  of  the  fentiments  of  aBri- 
tilli  North-Ameiican,  a  place  in  his  black  catalogue. 
The  Editor’s  grand  charge  is  againft  the  motto  of 
tl)is  piece,  taken  from  Phsedrus,  which  being  only 
a  fable  of  an  old  man  and  his  als,  furely  none 
but  a  jack-afs  could  have  been  offended  at  it.  Phue- 
<drus  could  be  no  offender  againft  the  ftatutesofO.B. 
Pha^drus  was  certainly  no  lubje&  of  Great  Britain, 
nor  could  he  know  any  thing  of  her  munici¬ 
pal  laws  and  cuftoms.  But  the  treafon  is  not  in 

the 


the  motto  it  feems,  but  “  the  application  of  the 
above  fable  to  the  fubjeCt  of  taxing  the  colonies, 
fhews  clearly  the  author’s  opinion,  that  under  the 
prefcnt  parliamentary  regulations,  It  is  matter  of  in¬ 
difference  what  Prince  we  are  fubjeft  to,  whether  a 
George  or  a  Lewis,  as  a  certain  gentleman  expreffed 
it.’1*  The  humanity  and  philanthropy  of  this  attack 
on  a  gentleman  who  has  been  long  in  a  very  ill  ftatc 
of  health,  and  now  unable  to  anfwer  for  himfelf,  is 
very  remarkable.  What  an  eagle-eyed  fellow  is  this 
Editor,  and  would  be  governor,  at  efpying  plots, 
treafon  and  rebellion,  in  all  but  his  own  club  ?  Bc- 
caufe  Phsedrus  his  afs  tho't  it  a  matter  of  indifference 
whofepack  {he  carried,  therefore  the  North  American 
is  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  what 
prince  or  power  we  arc  fubjcCl  to,  whether  aGcorge 
or  a  Lewis.  This  is  exactly  of  a  piece  with  the  law, 
the  truth,  the  fincerity,  the  logic  and  philanthopy  of 
the  Editor  in  his  other  productions.  As  to  the  ailu- 
fion  o[  George  and  Lewis,  the  author  of  theSenti- 
ments  has  no  concern  in  it. — Tis  fuppofed  to  relate 
to  anexpreflion  wilfully  mifre  prefen  ted  by  theEditor, 
and  was  very  different  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  cited.  T  hofe  who  pleafe  may  fee  the  whole  ftory 
in  tne  vindication  of  the  houfe  of  reprefen  tatives  of 
M.  B.  publifhed  about  three  years  ftnee,  and  never 
attempted  to  be  anfwered  ;  in  which  tis  clearly  de- 
monffrated,if  I  remember  rightly, for  I  have  not  fvn 
the  book  for  (ome  time,  that  the  words  really  ufed, 
and  as  clearly  intended,  had  quite  an  innocent  mcan- 
ing  :  and  the  author  of  that  expreflion.if  what  went 
before  and  immediately  followed  is  taken  with  it, may 
defy  the  Editor  to  fhow  any  thing  difrefpeCtful  in  it. 
The  perfon,  who  ufed  the  words,  thus,  fcandaloufly 
falfly  and  knowingly  mifreprefented,  could  boaft  a 
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fcries  of  fervices  yielded  to  hisMajefty  and  his  illuf- 
j  *n,ous  predecefTors,  by  himfelf  and  anceftors,as  faith- 

;  rul  as  .thofe  the  Editor  and  his  junto  have  on  all  oc- 

cafions  fhown  their  defire  of  yielding  the  pretender ; 
but  he  repines  not  at  others  reaping  the  fruit  of  his 
as  well  as  of  the  labours  of  thofe  from  whom  he  is 

delcended\  But  he  means  not  to  be  vain  in  boaft- 
lng  of  his  independency  of  Ipirit  and  purle,  which 
the  Editor  fo  foolifhly  puffs  and  vapors  about.  He 
knows  the  dependency  of  man  on  man,  and  how  lit- 
tidie  has  to  expect  from  the  philanthropy  of  modern 
politicians,  ine  Editor  complains  moll  bitterly  of 
“  inhuman  treatment,”  particularly  in  the  Boflon 
pamphlet,  as  he  politely  calls  it.  What  inlfance  has 
he  pointed^  out  to  fupport  this  charge  ?  By  his  own 
account  of  matters,  he  has  received  the  greateft  be¬ 
nch  t  by  thisBohon-pamphlet  he  ever  received  by  any 
difcipline  in  his  life.  I  guefs  he  will  not  receive 
hair  fo  much  good  by  all  the  rewards  he  may  receive 
from  home,  as  the  grand  apologift  of  Great 
Britain.  Thefe  rewards  of  his  merit  from  Apollo,  he 
gives  broad  hints  he  foon  experts.  But  he  fays,  I 
have  fitted  him  for  any  misfortune  in  life,  freed  him 
from  all  future  fears  of  purgatory,  and  the  pains  of 
h — 11  ;  both  which  he  had  reafon  enough  to  dread, 
were  it  only  for  the  almoft  unpardonable  fin  of  being 
the  author  and  Editor  of  the  Halifax  letter.  By  my 
help  he  flatters  himfelf  he  is  become  an  Achilles  and 
Salamander.  He  tells  his  readers,  he  can  now 
iafely  travel  thro’  the  infernal  aboics,  and  drink  fire 
and  brimflone,  as  fweedy  as  if  it  were  neCiar  and 
ambrofia.  Poor  man,  I  fear  he  beaks  a  little  too 

much 
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*  ,f  He  floes  not  mean  to  be  vain  when  he  fays’’  ai!  this, and  could  add, 
that  he  is  rpitc  as  4‘  independent  in  ipirit  and  circumlUnces  as  the 
Editor,  an  I  has  no  fiv ors  to  afkof  the  people,”  nor  of  any  man,  who 
like  ihc  Editor  vainly  thinks  himfelf  of  a  fpccies  above  fc'aman  nature. 
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much  of  his  armour  againfl  the  fiery  darts  he  may 
yet  have  to  encounter,  from  an  old  archer,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  paffage  he  will  foon  make,  without  any  poflible 
affiftance  he  can  receive  from  the  cuftcm-houfe  or  me. 

He  gives  a  very  unfair  and  falfe  analyfis  of  the 
Halifax  letter.  He  fays,  “  all  the  points  he  in¬ 
tended  to  prove  were  (amongft  others)  i.  That 
“  the  Nevv-England  colonies  privileges,  as  corpora¬ 
tions  created  by  the  crown,  are  fixed  and  afeertained 
by  their  chartets.”  2.  “  That  thefe  charters  give 
them  no  exemption  from  the  jurifdiftion  of  parlia¬ 
ment.”  Thefe  propofitions  are  fo  felf-evident,  that 
no  man  can  poflibly  be  fupp'ofed  to  difpute  them,  or 
even  to  have  ever  admitted  the  leaft  doubt  of  them. 
The  amount  of  the  firft  is,  no  more  nor  Icfs  than, 
that,  a  charter  is  a  charter,  of  the  fecond,  that,  the 
parliament  of  Great-Bntain  is  the  fupreme  legijlative 
of  the  ’ whole  Britijh  empire.  Thefe  are  two  won¬ 
derful  difeoveries  the  univerfe  is  obliged  to  this  Ha¬ 
lifax  genius  for.  Had  he  flopped  here,  or  with  his 
other  four  wonderful  propofitions,  he  never  would, 
at  leaft  by  me,  have  been  tho’t  worthy  of  a  chaftife- 
ment  for  the  fin  of  fcribbling.  Does  monfieur  Edi¬ 
tor  forget  thefe  affertions  of  his  in  the  letter  .  “The 
relation  between  modern  colonies  and  their  mother 
ffates,  is  formed  by  political  compact.”  This  opin¬ 
ion,  if  true,  would  make  it  ridiculous  for  him  to 
have  attempted  his  laborious  fcarch  after  the  natu¬ 
ral  abftraft  relation  which  he  confeffed  his  noddle 
would  furnifh  him  with  no  notices  of.  How  will 
he  excufe  himfelf  from  the  nonfenfe  in  fuppofing, 
as  he  does,  that  a  natural  relation  fubfifted  between 
ancient  ftates  and  their  colonies  ;  and  yet,  that  it 
cannot  enter  into  the  heart  or  head  of  a  man,  to 
conceive  any  fuch  relation  between  modern  ftates 

and 


and  their  colonies  ?  He  was  preffed  wdth  this  abfur- 

^•^h^y  own  confeffion,  in  the  letter  ;  he  was 
preis  d  with  it  in  the  vindication  ;  and  he  w^as  foop- 
prefs’d  with  it  when  he  compofed  his  defence, that  he 
was  not  ae>le  to  fay  a  fingle  word  about  it.  I  would 
afk  this  great  lawyer  a  few  more  queffions  in  a  ca- 
techifm  he  ought  to  be  much  better  acquainted  wdth 
than  I  fear  he  ever  will  be.  Does  he  think  his 
allegiance  to  his  moft  facred  and  gracious  Majefty 
George  the  III  is  natural  ?  Dares  he  now  deny 
this  as  in  th t  junto  room  heretofore,  and  affirm  the 
fame  thing  of  the  Pretender,  only  becaufe  he  was 
the  fon  or  an  Italian ,  and  for  any  thing  that  can 
be  now  certainly  proved  to  the  contrary,  might  be 
lineally  defeended  from  T  affy  the  fiddler,  and  chan¬ 
ter  of  Lillibullero  to  a  very  beautifulQueen  ?*'  Is  the 
immortal  diftinftion  between  “  perfonal  and  political 
rights  already  forgotten,”  my  dear  Mart  inns  Scrible - 
rus  ?  Above  all,  don  t  you  remember,  my  dear  boy, 
what  you  once  laid  in  a  manner,  it  is  too  late  to  re¬ 
tract  or  palliate  that  u  thefeverai  New-England  char¬ 
ters  afeertain,  define  and  limit  the  refpc6Hve  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  colony/’  and  that  the  faid  felf 
fame  colonies  u  have  no  rights  independent  of  their 
charters  ?”  The  infinite  nonfenfe  and  unparallelled 
abfuraity  of  thefe  expreflions,  are  fufficiently  expofed 
in  the  V indication  of  the  Britifh  colonies .  I  lhall  only 
add  here,  ex  abundantly  as  we  lawyers,  and  would  be 
thought  great  folks,  fometimes  puff  it,  that  if  by 
rights,  is  meant  charter  rights ,  then  the  fum  will  be, 
two  other  moff  wonderful  dogmas,  viz.  i.  “  Charter 
rights  and  privileges  are  afeertained  and  defined 
in  and  by  charters.”  2.  “  The  colonies  have 
no  charter  rights  or  privileges  independent  of  their 
charters.”  My  dear,  dear  Editor,  neither  you  nor 

*  Who  liv’d  a  thoufand  ye^rs  fiacc.  the 
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the  Halifax  gentleman,  an  alter  ct  idem ,  nefcio  fed  fa¬ 


cile  credo ,  have  heads  for  this  argument.  It  requires 
fomething  more  than  a  mufical  genius,  or  a  catcher 
of  butterflies,  to  reafon  clearly  and  conclufively  on 
the  origin  and  principles  of  government;  how  much 
more— not  being  myfclf  qualified,  I  cannot  certainly 
fay.  How  filly  a  fellow  muff  you  be,  Mr. Editor,  to 
charge  your  molt  humble  fervant  with  “  difingenuity, 
to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,”  otfly  bccaufe  by  your  own 
confeffion  he  plainly  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of  an  ar¬ 
gument  that  efcaped  your  fagacity  ?  Am  I  under  any 
promife  or  obligation  to  fwallow  the  errors  of  one 
man  more  than  of  another  ?  How  can  I  be  a  falfc 
brother  to  honorable  gentlemen, to  whom  I  have  not 
the  happinefs  of  being  known,  or  charged  with  de¬ 
ferring  them,  and  die  party  of  truth,  the  only  party 
I  recognize,  becaufe  I  think  fomeof  them  are  a  little 
miftaken  in  their  reafonings  on  the  non-efTentials  of 
politicks  ?  What  depravity  and  infincerity  in  all  this? 
Thy  head  is  certainly  turned  ;  you  are  as  vifionary 
as  any  fanatic  preacher,  as  you  politely  and  indiferi- 
minatelycall  the  diffen ring  clergy. 

Among  other  fitrprizing  myftcries,  the  Editor  af- 
ferts,  that  an  “  implicit  is  the  fame  with  an  exnrels 
denial  of  the  authority  of  parliament.”  I  hope  hg 
will  not  fay  an  inadvertent  implicit  denial  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  one  that  is  not  only  exprefs,  but  evidently 
premeditated.  I  mull  confcfs,  however,  that  I  fhould 
not  be  more  aftonifhed  at  this  than  at  another  af- 
fertion,  that  “  a  meer  humble  doubt  of  the  equity 
of  an  aft  of  parliament,  is  the  fame  thing  with  a 
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make  very  free  with  his  God  and  his  king,  but  he 

'f  t,ake  fPcclal  care  w^at  lie  fays  of  a  minifkr,  or 
of  a  plantation  governor/’  as  nearly  as  I  remember. 

116  nKHC  Suitor  flutters  and  flounders  on  the 
more  no  expofes  even  in  the  opinion  of  fomeofhis 
oeu  mends,  lnsfhameful  ignorance  of  the  fir  ft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  law,  and  of  theBntifh  conlHtution.  Reader, 

*  '  ,th‘s  account  of  the  “  little  modicum' ’  of 

movvieuge  tnat  appears  in  either  of  the  Editor’s  per¬ 
formances  Ek  took  a  journey  to  Boflon  in  the 
oerth  ot  la  ft  winter,  to  exhibit  his  talents  of  flnaing 
oeioie  a  certain  auguft  afiembly,  remarkable  for* the 
beauty  and  pohtenefs  of  thofe  of  both  fexes  who  at¬ 
tend  it.  In  the  courfe  of  his  relidence  here,  for  the 
amuiemept  of  the  gay  and  the  pretty,  he  happened 
as  1  conjecture  to  overhear  a  few  expreffions  which 
id!  fiorn  the  mouths  of  fome  learned  men  about 
Out  time,  and  has  been  theie  two  months  further 
mangling,  chewing  and  retailing  the  “  cud  of  poli¬ 
tics  ,  as  I  think  Swift  exprefies  it,  fo  I  will  not  be 
an.  vveraolc  for  the  indelicacy  of  the  expreflion,fhould 
lt-  afw(d  the  Stomach  of  our  fine  gentleman  ;  for  to 
do  him  juftice,tho  he  would  lick  the  fpittleand  fwal- 
jow  a—  of  a  great  man,  he  cannot  bear  the  tho'ts 
of  tobacco  fmoke,  nor  the  name  of  another  plant 
of  no  bad  fmell,  but  of  a  curbed  bitter  talfe  and 
touch,  and  to  which  he  is  laid  to  have  his  averfiort 
from  indefeafibie  hereditary  defeent.  Tills  circurn- 
jlance  I  knew  not,  and  if  i  had,  was  not  half  angry 
enough  with  him  to  allude  to  it, when  I  wrote  before, 
nor  fhould  1  now,  had  not  his  behaviour  to  his 
country  proved  that  he  hath  the  confidence  of  a  high¬ 
wayman,  the  heart  of  an  afiafhn  and  the  impudence 
of  a  bil  iingfsate. 

O  w 
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His  conceptions  of  the  origin  and  foundation  of 
the  fupreme  power  and  legiflative  authority  of  a  ftate 
and  of  that  of  Great-Btitain  in  particular,  are  to  the 
lad:  degree  ridiculous  ;  and  if  he  knew  what  he  laid 
would  be  a  more  direct  attack  upon  that  facred  &  juft 
power,  than  all  he  has  picked  up  in  the  ranfaek  of 
his  printer’s  office,  and  from  thefe  repoficories  of 
learning,  the  news  papers  of  America. 

The  iflue  of  ftupidity  Jhal  be  fairly  tried.  Sir 
Edward  Coke  fays,  indeed,  right,  that  the  jurifdifrion 
o*  this  court  is  tranfeendent,  Sec.  But  from  whence 
is  it  derived  ?  Could  this  junfciifhon  form  and  create 
itfelf  ?  No  :  It  is  the  common  law  founded  upon  long 
ufage  and  content,  which  has  placed  an  uncontroul- 
atde  tianfeendent  jurifdiftion  in  that  court,  even  to 
at. ter  and  amend  the  courie  and  direction  of  various 
branches  of  the  common  Jaw  itfelf.”*  Has  this  man 
forgot  who  is  the  author  of  all  things,  and  by  whom 
kings  reign  and  princes  decree  jufticc  ;  or  did  He 
never  believe  in  this  origin  of  things  >  Has  he  loft 
fight  of  t.he  Jus  Divinum  which  he  has  fo  often 
In  c  a  i  d  duett  fed  by  his  “good  &  virtuous  friends”, and 
wry  fcandaioufly  applied  ?  1  his  is  fometimes  taken 

in  a  literal  lenfe,  wiien  it  Serves  the  caufc  :  But  with 
regard  to  the  preient  cftablifttnK  nt  they  allow  it  to 
have  no  fenfe  at  all.  Does  not  counfcllor  fing  fong 
know  that  the  greateft  part  of  what  'is  now'callcd 
common  tan,  is  herd  by  the  ftges  to  have  been  ori¬ 
ginally  enabled  by  parliament,  the  records  of  which 
have  long  fjnee  been  fwept  away  by  the  hand  of  all - 
t  evouring  time  ?  Could  the  common  law,  that  is 
not  only  fubordinate  and  controulable  at  plcafure  of, 
and  created,  for  the  ntoft  part,  by,  parliament,  cre¬ 
ate  the  parliament,  breathe  the  parliament  is  not 
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felf-exiftent,  and  could  not  create  itfelf  r - How 

would  this  kind  bf  doctrine  found  in  a  political 
creed  ?  I  Martinus  Scriblerus ,  inter  alia ,  believe, 
prof els,  teftify  and  declare,  that  Lewis  XV  is  not 
felf-exiftent,  and  that  therefore  he  was  created  by 
the  Count  d’Effaing,  his  governs  and  lieutenant- 
general  of  his  iflands  and  dominions  in  America.  I 
alfo  believe  that  Dr.  Murphy  is  a  blockhead,  and 
begin  to  believe  that  (aid  Dr. Murphy  made  me  Mar¬ 
tinus  one,  and  that  we  are  both  fuperlative  block¬ 
heads,  yet  as  the  faid  Dr.  Murphy  did  not  create 
him  (elf,  and  is  not  a  felf-exiftcnt  blockhead,  there¬ 
fore  I  his  pupil  believe  I  made  him  fo  ;  and  that  he 
jnade  me  fo — -yet  we  are  both  equally  fuperlative 
blockheads  ;  and  yet  Martinus  is  (uperior  to  Mur¬ 
phy;  and  Murphy  to  Martyn.  A  1  this  I  believe, 
y^nd  whoever  difbelieves  it  fhall  be  politically  d — n-d. 

To  be  ferious,  the  fource  of  parliamentary  autho¬ 
rity  is  clearly  derived  trom  God,  the  author  and 
creator  of  all  things,  principalities  and  powers.  By 
his  unerring  laws  or  nature,  focieties,  communities, 
aaci  great  (fates  are  formed  in  miniature,  fiourifh 
and  grow  into  mighty  empires,  and  tumble  again 
„  into  ruins,  that  in  their  fall  ihake  the  whole  univerfe. 
1  he  various  forms  are  in  the  opinion  of  iorne,  left  to 
what  is  called  the  free-will  of  man  ;  and  the  compaft 
of  the  whole  with  the  whole,  exp  refs  or  implied. 
Others  think  even  tire  form  is  as  mechanical  in  its 
generation  as  the  fubftance,  and  that  the  whole  is  to 
be  refoivedinto  what  is  called  power.  Which  of  thde 
opinions  as  the  world  generally  goes  is  the  truth,  is 
of  no  great  importance  :  thofe  who  waqt-my  opini¬ 
on  mu,h,  do  what  few  perhaps  ever  will  think  it 
worth  while,  take  the  pains  to  read  atfld  underhand 
the  meaning  of  the  writer  of  the  pamplct  called  The 

Plights 


Rights  of  thcBritifhColonies  afTerted,&c.  before  they 
find  fault  with  him,  or  *  publifli  thofe  dull  things, 
which  in  England  are  called  Critical  Reviews. 

The  Editor  having  taken  his  leave  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  writer”,  and  of  Mr.  H— k— s,  referves  the  laft 
fire  for  the  46  Bofton  writer”,  as  he  calls  him.  I  have 
but  a  word  to  fay  with  regard  to  his  charge  of  ill 
treatment  of  fome  of  the  moft  refpc&able  characters 
in  the  province  of  M.  B. — As  I  am  a  lover  of  truth, 
’tis  confeffed  to  my  fhame,  that  for  two  or  three 
days  I  was  moft  horridly  deceived  as  to  feme  of  mv 
antagonifis  in  the  dark  in  a  little  provincial  paper  war, 
fome  years  fince,  I  thought  indeed  that  I  had  been 
engaged  with  fome  great  Sc  good  men,  but  who  had 
fo  far  forgot  themfelves  and  the  dignity  of  their  fta- 
tions,  as  to  condcfcend  to  a  little  porter’s  play.  I 
foon  found  out  my  miftake,  and  after  a  few  hebdo- 
midal  Nugae  dropt  the  affair.  For  any  think  [  cer¬ 
tainly  know  to  the  contrary,  Dr. Seth  H—d—n  might 
write  the  dir  ft  piece  againft  me.  The  author  of  the 
long  J.  might, he  M — Iv — y,  who  flood  in  the 
pillory  lately.  The  writer  of  the  d— n-d  (mart  piece 
as  the  young  bucks  called  it,  may  for  ought  I  care 
have  been  hanged  laft  affizes  for  Clarendon  county.; 
and  the  two  chiefs  or  that  gang  of  fcribblcrs,  if 
they  now  live,  will,  iinlcfs  they  repent  of  their 
fins,  as  I  would  charitably  hope  they  have, meet  with 
a  worfe  fate  the  moment  the  breath  goes-  out  of 

i  .  '  .  .  . 

their  bodies,  be  it  at  which  end  it  may. 

I  leave  this  ccmfeflion  to  the  confideration  of  th 
learned,  and  proceed  to  the  further  examination  of 
tl*e  Talc  of  a  Tub. 

#  .  ,  K  } 

“  How  weak,  haiu  low,  how 'fioallow  and  how  dull 

*'  Tl. be Jcfeeching  of  this  empty,  fev (clefs  owl”: 

'  '  ''  -  Let 
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Let  the  frigid  retort  of  outrageous  difcuft  ,h- 

si'X-iKt? 

tn  «+■„  ‘J  ,  i'*os’  P-  24>  anc*  his  return 

o  the  manfions  prepared  for  that  father  of  all  Taco- 

uius  and  his  followers,  fung  by  Milton  in  theJ  firft 

oook  °t  his  paradife  loft,  be  my  witnelfes. 

wou! ,  l  ^  th!S  P°(>‘  maze-headed,  clod-pated  Editor 
7- ,  bc!leVt’  die  fame  pamphlet  could  “fcatter  upon 
.  unprovoked,  .or  indeed  any  other  «  abufef’af- 
,er  wnat  he  had  written  in  his  letter  ;  and  at  thefame 
f,  *u,laii]  and  epofirm”  the  principal  argument  of 

;  }  1  awhich  J?  not  oniy  Without  one  argument 

f  it, out  a  ftring  of  abfurdities  and  flat  contradictions 
from  end  to  end  The  pafTage  he  cites  to  prove  that 

l  „  ££  foi!,d;  tha<  1  have  “  given  up  all  at  difere- 
r  ,and  oetray  d  the  whole  party”,  only  by  “  a 
molt  folemn  recognition  of  the  abfolute  unlimitted 
authority  of  parliament  over  the  colonies,”  is  this, 

It  is  certain ,  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Brit  cein 
MU  a  juft,  clear,  equitable,  and  confiitutioml  rGht, 
fo.ver,'  ana.  authority,  to  bind  the  colonics ,  by  alfatls 
woer  em  they  ai  e  named.  Every  lawyer,  nay,  every 
tyro,  mows-  this.  No  lefs  certain  is  it,  that  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great- Britain  have  a  jujl  and  equitable 
ng'd,  power,  and  authority,  to  impofe  taxes  on  the 
colonies,  internal  and  external,  on  lands  as  well  ns  on 
*1  clfc-  hy  did  he  not  add  what  immediately 
follows  ^  in  the  Vindication*  viz.  “  This  is  involved 
in  the  idea  or  a  fupreme  legislative  or  sovereign  ftate. 
It  will  however  by  no  means  thence  follow,  that  tis 
always  expedient,  and  in  all  circumftances  equitable * 
lot  the  fupreme  and  fovereign  legiflative  to  tax  the 
colonies  ,  much  lefs  that  us  leafbnable  this  jipht 

O 
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*  *-e-  r€a^‘°q,',r  or  rroP^,  or  for  public  utility,  a$  the  Editor  aJ.’ow* 
we  may  exp  refs  it,  fetter,  p  21, 
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mould  he  praftifed  upon,  without  allowing  the  colo- 
mes  an  actual  reprefen tation.  An  equal  repreienta- 
tion  of  the  whole  ffate  is,  atleaft  in  theory,  of  the 
offence  of  a  perfect  parliament  orfupreme  legiflature.” 
I  think  it  impoflible  for  any  man  that  well  confiders 
the  whole  paffige,  to  miffake  my  meaning, or  to  find 
any  thing  in  it  repugnant  to  my  former  principles, 
or  to  truth  ;  especially,  ir  with  th.c Editor  lie  confiders 
me  as  the  author  of  The  Rights  of  the  colonics  offer  ted , 
&c-  which  for  the  prefent  he  may, or  may  not.  as  he 
pleafes.  I  certainly  was  or  was  not.  If  I  was,  there 
is  a  clear  and  exprefs  recognition  of  the  authority 
and  jurifdiftion  of  parliament,  not  only  in  the  above 
paffage,  hut,  in  the  only  piece  befides  I  ever  wrote 
upon  the  fubjefr  of  colony  taxation,  as  appears  be¬ 
yond  the  poflibiliry  of  a  d'oubt,  in  the  paiTages  cited 
in  page  27  of  the  Vindication,  which  I  might  here 
1  epeat  with  fome  additions  to  the  fame  purpofe.  After 
this  for  the  Editor  to  fay  I  ever  denied  or  que/tioned 
the  jurifdicfion  of  parliament,  will  be  con/ummate. 
Ir  he  has  been  pleafed  to  father  upon  me  the  hete¬ 
rodox  opinions  of  others  I  am  no  way  privy  to,  he 
mtiif  take  the  confequences.  If  he  fays  I  did  not 
write  the  pamphlet  intitled,  The  rights  of  the  Brit  i/h 
colonies  ajjjei  tccl,  c .  then  the  worft  I  have  done  is 
to  quote  this  paffage  from  it,  page  27  of  the  Vindi¬ 
cation.  “  When  the  parliament  fhall  think  fit  to  al¬ 
low  the  coloniffs  a  jreprefentatien  in  the  houfc  of 
commons,  the  equity  of  their  taxing  the.  colonies 
will  be  as  clear  as  their  power  is  at  prefent  of  doinar 
it  without,  if  they  pleafed’  The  Editor  had  fo  poor 
fucceis  in  ratiotination,  by  his  own  confefilon,  when 
lie  attempted  a  confutation  of  his  honor  m  catatioricks, 
that  he  has  prudently  avoided  any  further  me  of  Ramus 
Mi iT i ui guldicius.  Tie  contents  liimfclf  only  with  hint¬ 
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ing  at  fomething  inconfiftcnt  liefq  with  my  recogni¬ 
tion,  as  he  calls  it.  It  is  very  difficult — to  deal  with 
people  who  have  fuch  a  contempt  for  letters  and 
Syllables,  that  they  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  of 
learning  to  read, without  which  they  never  can  know 
the  meaning  of  words.  Be  it  known  to  this  great 
pro  fie  (for  of  the  Belle  Bet t res ,  that  in  the  Englifh 
tongue  the  word  Equity  is  uled  varioufly ;  fometimes 
it  is,  as  it  may  be  applied,  fynonimous  with  law , 
jujiice 5  right ,  or  r.eafon .  So  the  word  dPower  is  moft 
commonly,  ever  fo  in  a<5ls  of  parliament  and  law-lan¬ 
guage,  which  this  man’s  clients  have  an  equitable  right 
to  be  allured  heknOws  fomethingof,  fynonimous  with 
authority  fright  of  legijlation  &jurifditlion.  In  natu¬ 
ral  philofophy  power  means  a  meet*  phyfical  qualify, 
that  may  be  explained  with  the  caufe  of  gravitation  in 
bodies,  and  the  tendency  of  fame  fouls  to  the  centre. 
Now  my  deat  M-rt-n,  with  the  help  of  this  fpelling- 
book,  attempt  to  read  the  paffage  once  more,  which, 
according  to  the  plain  fenfe  of  it,  may  be  thus 
varied  in  expreffion,  without  any  other  alteration. 
“  When  the  parliament  fhall  think  fit  to  allow  the 
colonifts  an  actual  representation  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  taxing  the 
colonies,  externally  and  internally ,  will  manifefiiy  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  as  clear  to  all,  but  the  weak  and  obfhnate, 
as  their  prefect  jufl  conflitutional  and  legal  pp\vcr  and 
authority  of  doing  it  without,  if  they  pieafe,  is  and 
ever  was  to  me  ;  they  being  the  fupreme  lcgiflativc 
authority  of  Great -Britain  and  its  dominions,  and 
the  only  jurifiiiftion  that  I  know  of,  whocan  finally 
and  lawfully  determine  the  queftions,  whether  and 
how  long  his.  reafonable  a  continent  of  this 


ex¬ 


tent,  numbers  and  importance,  final!  be  taxed, 
without 
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being 
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1  lowed  a  representation  in  Jail, 

as 
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as  they  now  have  in  law,  or  virtually  as  fome  exprefs 
it,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  three  branches 
of  the  fuprcme  legiflative,  on  my  principles 
of  politicks,  which  exactly  coincide  with  the 
main  principles  of  the  incomparable  writer  of 
the  new  regulations  confldered  and  vindicated, 
clearly  reprefent  the  whole  Empire.  Let  the 
Editor  here  recolleft  the  leave  he  was  pleafed  to  give 
us  in  the  clofe  of  his  letter,  where  he  began  to  open 
the  method  and  plan  of  the  difcourfe  he  had  nearly 
finifhed.  “  1  he  difpute  between  Great-Britain  (lavs 
he)  and  the  colonics,  confifts  of  two  parts.  Fir  ft, 
the  jurifdiction  of  parliament,— and  fecondly,  the 
exercife  of  that  jurifdiftion.”  The  firft,  I  fay,  is 
unqueftionable,  and  ever  was  with  me.  Under 
the  fecond  head,  his  highnefs  was  gracioufly  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  permit  “  full  liberty  to  remonftrate,  petiti¬ 
on,  write  pamphlets  and  news-papers,  without  num¬ 
ber,  to  prevent  any  improper  or  unreafonable  impofi- 
tion.’  *  With  regard  to  this,  I  have  fome  fcruples,  bc- 
caufe  I  think  theparliament  infinitely  the  beff  judges. 
Therefore  I  fliould  think  it  every  one’s  duty  to  be 
very  careful  not  to  charge  the  fupreme  legiflative 
with  improper  and  unreafonable  proceedings.  The 
law  of  parliament  is,  that  the  parliament  cannot 
err.  And  tis  \  maxim  of  the  common  law,  that 
theKing  can  do  no  wrong.  The  confHtution,  rcafon, 
the  nature  of  fovereignty  andoi  a  fupreme  legiflative, 
all  concur  to  make  it  ncceflarily  the  duty  of  all  fubjefts 
to  acquicfcc  in  the  preemption  that  even  the  inmoll* 
intentions  of  the  fupreme  power,  have  ever  for  their 
favourite  objeft  the  good  of  the  wimple  community, 
rhcic  arc  maxims  &  principles,  without  a  due  attention 
to  which,  no  government  could  fubflft.  Government 
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being  in  fhort  the  dernier  refort  for  law  &  juftice, there 
can  be  no  appeal  from  it,  as  there  would  be  if  private 
opinions  and  interpretations  could  have  any  authori¬ 
ty,  or  were  allowed  to  be  fet  up  and  confidered  as 
of  any  weight  in  the  fcafe  again  ft  it.  But  general 
lules  hinder  not,  nor  were  deligned  to  prevent  mo- 
deft  and  humble  enquiries  after  truth  and  {reafon. 
v  Should  this  be  the  cafe,  it  would  tend  much  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  all  human  improvement.  The  Editor 
to  be  fare  is  bound  by  his  conceftion,  that  the  rea- 
Jonablenefs  of  meafures  may  be  difculfed,  this  is  argu- 
mentum  ad  hominem  as  to  him,  and  ftiould  not  be 
taken  back.  We  have  better  authority  than  his,  I 
mean  among  others,  the  opinion  of  the  author  of 
the  New  Regulations  confidered ,  who,  I  am  certain, 
is  fo  fair  and  honeft  an  enquirer  after  truth,  that  he 
would  be  freely  willing  others  fhould  enquire  for 
themfelves,  as  well  as  he.  If  none  were  to  enquire 
into  the  reafon  and  meaning  of  laws,  we  fhouid  have 
no  judges  nor  lawyers,  unlefs  perhaps  fuch  as  the 
Editor.  I  have  ever  tho’t  that  the  whole  fcience  of 
law,  and  the  fair  and  juft  practice  of  it,  was  found¬ 
ed  in  the  ftudy,  interpretation  and  right  application 
and  execution  of  the  reafon,  meaning  and  intention 
of  the  laws,  and  confequently  of  the  legiftative. 
There  is  nothing-  in  all  this  that  can  in  the  leaft 
impeach  their  power,  right  and  authority  to  make 
laws.  To  apply  this  reafoning  to  the  prefent  times, 
the  author  of  the  book  called  the  new  regulations, 
&c.  is  of:  opinion  with  me  “  that  the  colonics  are 
juftly  bound  by  all  afts  of  parliament  wherein  they 
are  named.”  That  the  parliament  have  a  “  clear,  juft 
equitable  and  lawful  authority,  from  the  nature  of 
a  fupreni  :  legiflative  or  fovereign  power  of  a  ftate, 
and  by  the  Britilh  confutation  in  particular,  to  im- 
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pofe  internal  and  external  duties  and  taxes  on  the  co¬ 
lonies,  and  to  make  any  other  laws  they  think  fit, 
which  when  made  are  equally  binding  upon  thd  co¬ 
lonies  if  named,*  as  gene/al  arts  are  on  the  fubjefts 
■within  the  realm”.*  1  have  the  honor  alfo  to  agree 
with  the  European  writer,  that  the  colonijls  are 
vu  tuahj,  conjht  at  tonally,  in  law  and  in  equity  to  be 
confidered  as  repnefented  in  the  honourable  houfe 
of '  commons.  This  I  endeavored  to  prove,  and 

think  I  have  done  it,  as  mconteflably,  tho  perhaps 
no  man  in  Britain  could  have  proved  that  and  a 
thou  (and  other  very  important  points,  fohandfomely 
as  this  writer  has  done.  We  have  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing  our  doftrine  approved  by  t lie  Newport  Editor, 
who  I  dare  lay  will  allow'  it,  will -be  fomewhat  of  a 
greater  honor  (fill,  when  the  Ifamp  aft  (hall  have 
palTed  the  fupreme  legiflative,  which  if  done  before 
the  publication  of  the  defence,  as  is  molt  probabh 
it  was  not  known  to  the  Editor,  nor  could  be 
for  all  the  intelligence  yet  arrived,  is  a  copy  of  the 
relolvcs  of  the  honourable  Iroufe-of  Commons.  ] 
therefore  leave  it  to  the  Editor  to  reconcile  to  truth 
ins  pofittve  attertion, that,  the  (tamp  aft  is  palled,  when 
we  haye  not  yet  heard  of  more  than  an  order  to 
oring  in  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittce,  and  the  refolves  of  the  honourable  houfe. 
Tic  fahiry  he  begins  his  appendix  with,  is  this. 

-nice  the  aforegoing  fheets  were  committed  to  the 

uefs,  ttveral  vefiels  have  arrived  from  London,  and 
i  rou3  li:  ln)tt  igence  tint  the  adt  of  parliament  for 
Jevying  a  tamp  duty  on  the  colonics  is  actually  paf- 
Ed.  Whether  his  or  his  not  patted,  would  not 
auei  the  tourfc  of  my  argument.  I  have  not  a  fyila- 

D  2  ble 

*  See  the  book,  aud  the  rights  nf  t!,c  Rritifl,  colonics  afferted  and  th. 

Vindication,  a2ainft  the  Halifax  letter.-  d  h 
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We  to  fry  againft  the  jurifdi<5tlon  or  authority  of  par¬ 
liament,  never  having  entertained  the  leaft  doubt  of 
it,  nor  to  my  *  remembrance  ever  exprelfed  any  : 
But  on  the  contrary  ;  have  ever  exprefled  my  opinion 
of  its  exigence  and  extention  through  the  wholeEm- 
oirc  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  as  I  have  above  moft  a- 
Dundantiy  fhewn.  Nor  fhall  I  prefume  to  fay  a  An¬ 
gie  word  on  the  expediency  and  public  utility  of  this 
meafure,  after  the  adminiftration  have  fo  long  had  it 
in  contemplation.  I  humbly,  dutifully,  and  loyally 
prefume,  and  could  give  my  reafons  for  it,  if  I  pleaf- 
ed,  that  the  fupreme  legislative  of  Great-Britain  do, 
and  muft  know  infinitely  better  what  they  are  about 
and  intend,  than  any  without  doors.  Thofewho  can 
entertain  any  doubt  of  this,  are  referred  to  the  new 
Regulations  conjtdered ,  for  ample  conviftion.  But 
the  Editor,  it  he  pleafes,  may,  and  according  to  his 
fyftem,  he  will  have  a  right  “  modeftly  to  reprefent 
his  poverty  and  inability  to  pay  taxes,”  inftead  of 
i pending  his  time  in  wool-gathering  and  abiding  the 
colonics  ;  inftead  of  teaching  people  to  (pin  and  ma¬ 
nufacture  wool  before  they  know  whereto  get  it.  as 
he  &  theDr.  have  been  employed  forthefe  i  2  months, 
with  regard  to  the  good  people  of  R.-Tfland, for  no  pofli- 
ble  end  but  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  theBritifti  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  that  the  colonifts  might  incur  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  adminiftration.  The  Editor  with  his 
topping  “  independent  fpirit”  afid  pockets  full  of  R>- 
liland  old  tenor, ftrutting  in  the  fleeceings  of  his  cli¬ 
ents,  who  furnifh  him  with  a  fiheep-pafture,  he  will 
ytever  reftgn  but  for  a  government,  can  with  but  a 
bad  grace  plead  for  favor  or  *;  'emotion,  in  forma  pau¬ 
peris.  The  terreftial  Dr.  at  his  elbow  would  give 
him  the  lie,  and  tell  him  he  was  a  fimpleton,  tor 
that  many  of  his  countrymen  who  have  vUitedAmc- 
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fica,  could  depofe,  and  that  fafely,  that  one  good 
farm  on  Rhode-Ifland,  is  worth  all  the  Highlands  in 
fome  Britifh  countries.  We  mu  ft  not  plead  poverty 
till  there  is  an  end  of  the  fcandalous  confumption 
of  Holland’s  Tea,  and  Weft-India  produce  in  this 
country.  The  bane  of  the  northern  colonies 
has  been  Holland  and  Weft-India  goods.  With 
regard  to  fome  of  thofe  of  New  England,  there 
has  been  another  very  imporverifhing  drain, 
— they  have  ever  bought  great  part  of  their  bread, 
and  it  feems  at  prefent  impoffiblc  to  perfuade  them 
even  to  attempt  to  raife  it.  Thcfe  arc  the  fine 
projectors,  whofe  heads  are  full  of  prefent  manufac¬ 
tures.  Thefe  are  a  very  fit  objeCt  for  thofe  who 
neither  have,  nor  can  in  lefs  than  fifty  years  have  the 
materials  to  work  if  permitted  ;  efpecialiy  wool, 
which  has  made  fuch  a  noife.  The  province  which 
has  by  far  the  greateft  proportion  of  fhcep  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  has  not  more  than  fufficient  wool  to  furnifh  its 
inhabitants  with  hofe  ;  mitts  they  rnuff  go  without. 

I  have  had  fome  peculiar  opportunities  to  get  the 
exaCt  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  am  as 
well  informed  as  I  think  poffible,  of  the  quantity  of 
wool.  1  have  reafons  for  not  infertinsr  cither  here.  But 
whoever  lias  a  mind  to  make  the  Icaff  inquiry  in  any 
province  but  one,  will  find  the  people  muff  go  with 
^are  feet,  unlefs  they  can  procure  European  made 
ftockings.  The  manufactures  of  Great-Britain,  are  out 
of  danger  at  prefent  from  the  manufactures  of  America. 
I  wifh  there  was  no  greater  danger  from  any  other 
countries.  Having  made  a  ihort  digreflion  from  the 
Defence,  tho’  not  from  the  Editor,  to  fhow  the 
abfurdity  of  any  project  for  an  American  woollen 
manufacture,  I  return  to  the  Herculean  talk, which  the 
Editor  and  fome  few  others  it  feems  ftiil  think  he  has 

impofed 


impoicd  upon  roe  of  clearing  myfelf  from  a  contra- 
dia.on,  or  the  heinous  crime  of  retrafting  my  er¬ 
rors,  when  convinced  of  them,  which  lad  feems  in 

r  t0  beb^-  moft 

^gravated  tran%reffion  of  the, two,  tho’  he  is  pleaf- 

fvdn!°  §rei 1  frCronng  co,mmendation, which  has  much 
T"C.£f  he  r'ffing  i!nd  Snnning  of  Pandemonium, 
U  the  angehc  joy  thrown  on  the  return  of  a  prodiaai 
or  penitence  of  any  other  finner.  I  will  now  fhew 
not  °niy  that  the  Editor  has  not  pointed  out  any 
contrtdifton  m  the  Vindication,  but  alfo  that  it  is 
-pofmve  y  confident  with  itfelf,  and  alfo  with  the  doc¬ 
trine  advanced  in  the  Rights  of  the  colonies  averted, 
and  with  the  truth.  The  Editor  has  not  pretended 
to  cite  any  paffage,  either  from  the  Rights  afierted.or 
the  Vindication,  againrt  him,  that  contains  any  thiny 
that  is  an  exprefs  denial  or  even  a  direft  qu  eft  ion  of 
the  juft  power,.  right  and  authority  of  the  parliament 
over  the  colonies.  He  cites  the  former  part  of  the 
palfage  above-mentioned,  page  22,  and  compares  it 
with  thefe  words  taken  from  the  Rights  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  averted,  “  When  the  parliament  fhall  think  fit 
to  allow  the  colonifts  a  reprefen  tation  (i.  e.  as  the 
Edftor  tai-.es  it,  and  as  it  was  meant)  a  reprefentation 
in  fa  ft  in  tlie  houfe  of  commons,  the  equity  of  their 
taxing  the  colonies  will  t>e  as  clear  as  their  power  is 
at  prel'snt  of  doing  it  without,  if  they  pleafe.-’  Now 
let  the  Editor  keep  fight  of  the  diftinftion  he  made, 
which  I  grant  is  a  juft  one,  and  aimoft  the  only  one 
I  have  known  him  make,  and  his  difficulty  to  rccon- 
cile  me  muff  vanifh.  !  have  to  do  only  with  him 
at  prefent.  1.  “  The  junfdiftion  of  parliament, 
a.  “  The  exerdfe  of  that  jurifdiftion.”  With  re-' 
gard  to  the  hr  ft.  he  has  endeavoured  to  fhow  that  “  it 
is  attached  to  everyEnglifli  fubjeft,  wherever  lie  be. 
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“  The  common  law  has  eftablifhed  it  as  a  rale  or 
maxim,  that  the  plantations  are  bound  by  Britifh.  a£ts 
of  parliament,  if  particularly  named  :  and  furely  no 
Englifhman,  in  his  fenfcs  will  deny  the  force  of  a 
common  law  maxim.  In  a  word,  the  force  of  an 
aft  ot  parliament,  over  the  colonies,  is  predicated 
upon  the  common  law’’.*  I  have  faid  in  the  Vin¬ 
dication,  It  is  certain  that  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  hath  a  juft,  clear,  equitable  and  conftitutional 
rights  power  and  authority,  to  bind  the  colonies, 
by  all  afts  wherein  they  are  named  ”.  I  have  alfo 
aff$rted  that  the  “  parliament  of  Great-Britain  hath 
a  juft  and  equitable  power  and  authority  to  impofe 
taxes  on  the  colonies,  internal  and  external,  on  lands 
as  well  as  on  trade.  This  is  involved  in  die  idea,  &c. 

V  7 

The  paflages  cited  in  the  Vindication  from  the  rights 
of  the  colonies  aiferted,  of  which  he  fuppofes  I  am 
author,  are  as  full  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  parliament, 
as  any  the  Editor  has  written.  So  far  we  are  now 
certainly  agreed  by  the  Editor’s  confeflion  in  the 
defence,  viz.  That  tjie  jurifdiftion  of  parliament  is 
out  of  jmy  queftion  between  us,  and  it  was 
ever  out  of  any  doubt  with  me. 

2.  Point  is  in  the  cxercife  of  parliamentary  juris¬ 
diction.  With  regard  to  this  the  Editor  allows,  pag. 
21.  That  arguments  may  be  urged  for  or  again  ft 
^articular  meafures,  and  that  thofe  arguments  may 
3e  drawn  from  the  topics  of  “  expediency,  utility , 
propriety  and  reqfon  ”  or  of  their  oppoftcsA  “  And 
this  with  a  fpirit  of  freedom”.  I  would  hope  he 
means  fair  to  his  readers.  Tie  fliould  have  con  fined  this 
liberty  to  the  time  when  meafures  and  bills  are  pend- 
ing.  After  they  have  received  the  fanftion  of  par¬ 
liament,  much  Ids  is  allow’d  to  be  faid  than  before. 

'  t  \  .  The 
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The  fafeff  way  in  fuch  a  cafe  is  humbly  to  acquiefce 
in  the  decifions  of  parliament,  and  the  difpofals  of 
piovidence.  1  lus  I  molt  fincerely  and  wit  tout  re- 
(erve  do,  and  advife  all  men  to  do  the- fame.  The 
fupieme  legislative  ,  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  do¬ 
minions,  if  the  llamp  aft  is  palled,  relating  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  have,  as  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  do, 
impofed  internal  as  well  as  external  taxes  on  us, and  as 
they  have  tho’t  it  expedient,  reafonable,  nay  abfolutjy 
neceflai  y,in  the  prclent  circumftances  and  exigencies 
of  the  hate,  laboring  under  a  debt  of  130  millions. 
I  wilh,  and  begin  to  hope,  it  may  on  the  whole 
be  for  the  intereh  of  all  parts  of  the  Empire. 

But  with  regard  to  the  Editor,  I  would  alk  him, 
if  while  a  bill  is  pending,  arguments  may  be  urged 
from  reajon ,  expediency,  & c.  for  or  again h  it,  why 
not  from  equity,  equality  and  inequality  ?  May  not 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  a  meafure  be  go¬ 
verned  by  the  equity,  reafonable  equality,  or  unrea¬ 
sonable  inequality.  This  is  all  I  contend  for,  which 
is  fhort  of  the  Editor’s  claim,  who  referves  the  li¬ 
berty  of  writing  and  publilhing,  for  any  thing  that 
appears,  after  a  bill  is  parted  the  parliament,  which 
is  more  than  I  think  ought  to  be  allow’d  with  the 
great  freedom  at  kart,  which  he  contends  for. 
My  reafon  is,  fuch  freedoms  allow’d,  with  regard 
to  the  right,  exercife  of  a  jurifdiftion,  in  par¬ 
ticular  infiances,  would  bring  government,  and 
all  courts  into  contempt.  If  the  editor  therefore 
thinks  I  have  been  inconfirtent,  he  nmrt  think  he 
has  been  much  more  fo,  as  I  Ihall  Ihew  .in  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  perfecution  he  complains  fo  loudly  of 
as  an  infringement  of  his  liberty  and  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs.  One  can’t  but  fmile  at  the  courage  and 
confiftency  of  this  hero.  When  'tis  for  his  interdl: 
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the  colonifts  have  no  rights,  no  liberties  nor  privi¬ 
leges  independent  ot  charters.  lie  calls  the  sov5r 
nor  of  the  colony  by  name  a  calf,  and  in  effeft  with 
him  the  whole  general  court  the  fame,  and  traitors 
into  the  bargain,  for  approving  the  governor’s  book, 
which  I  take  it  was  publifhed  with  their  alien  t,.  if 
not  at  their  defire,  tho’  this  is  only  my  own  conjec¬ 
ture,  as*  the  piece  is  laid  in  the  title  page  to  be  pub- 
lidied  by  authority.  The  Icene  changes,  the  general 
aftembly  refent  the  infult,  the  printer  is  fent  for,  I 
fuppofe  more  to  frighten  him  than  any  thing  eife  ; . 
the  champion  Editor  fell  into  panics  which  he  has 
not  got  rid  of  lince.  1  he  alia  it  was  managed  witn 
candor,  the  governor  not  appearing,  which  I  fuppole 
was  the  reafon  that  the  lieutenant-governor, who  was 
not  fo  immediately  attacked,  prefided.  After  a  rea- 
fonable  fweating,  the  printer  was  very  prudently  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  to  his  beloved  trembling  Editor. 
Inftantly  the  Newport-Mercury  began  the  vindicati¬ 
on  of  injured  liberty  and  property .  The  tribuniticn 
veto  then  founded  as  loud  in  this  notable  paper,  as 
formerly  the  clanking  of  chains  and  the  marching  of 
dragoons .  But  this  lalled  only  three  or  four  weeks, 
when  the  noble  courage  of  the  Editor  revived  again, 
and  having  found  his  great  independent  foul,  which 
on  this  tragical  occafion,  fame  fays  lay  two  or  three 
days  hid  in  a  hay-mow  or  a  hen-roofl,  he  f  t  about 
his  defence,  in  which  he  deferibes  with  ferene  plea- 
fur  e  his  hair- breadth  efcape.  It  will  be  at  leaft  grant¬ 
ed  to  be  poflible,  that  the  general  affc  riiblies  have  a 
juft  power  and  lawful  authority  to  commit  for 
contempt.  If  they  have  Inch  a  right,  I  reafon  thus 
from  Martinus  a&ainft  M-r-t-n  anl  company. — 
The  aftembly  had  a  good,  clear,  juft  and  ccui ta¬ 
ble  right,  power  and  authority  to  have  corn  ir  it  ted 
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M  rt-n  and  bis  printer  to  //wfo,  for  calling  them  a 
parcel  o  fools  coxcombs,  calves,  knaves,  fmugglers 
and  rebels.  If  they  had  fo  committed  them, it  could 
not.  have  been  complained  of  as  again!!  juftice  or 
equity,  they  having  a  right  to  commit.  But  yet  a 
commitment  would  have  been  again!!  reafon  and  pru- 
dence  as  it  might  either  have  made  them  too  confi- 
oerablc,  or  have  cramped  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  The 
end  being  anfwcred  as  it  was  hoped  by  the  pannic, 
they  were  difiiiffed.  What  is  there  contradiaory 
m  ail  tins ;  \\  hat  is  there  wrong  but  the  Editor’s 
iiiil  per  lifting  to  abufe  a  government  that  has  difeo- 
vered  lo  much  lenity  towards  him  ?  Sure  I  am,  that 
it. my  luperiors  in  Europe  orAmerica  have  taken  any 
umbrage  at  any  thing  I  have  laid  or  written,  I  am 
lorry  for  it,  ana  whether  they  forgive  me  or  not,  I 
promiie  ^  my  atmoft  not  only  never  to  of- 

rend  them  again,  but  in  all  things  try  to  convince 
them  I  am  not  the  man,  the  malice  and  ill-will  of 
fome  have  induced  them  to  reprefent  me.  I  have 
been  fo  large  in  proving  that  the  Editor  has  not 
fhewn  any  inconfiftency  in  me,  that  moft  I  flatter 
myfelr  will  be  ol  the  mind,  I  have  proved  that  the 
whole  I  have  advanced  on  the  fubjecl  is  conllftent. 
13ut  to  convince  all,  even  the  moft  obftinatc,  I  muft 
offer  a  word  or  two  more.  The  paffage  cited  by  the 
Editoi  above,  taken  with  the  context  and  whole 
tenor  of  the  book,  and  it  the  Editor  pleales  with  the 
Rights  of  the  colonics  affected  too, prove  that  the  argu¬ 
ment  was  placed,  not  on  a  denial  or  fuggeftion  of 
the  want  of  power  and  authority  in  the  parliament 
lo  tax  the  colonies.  All  that  i  ever  pretended  was, 
that  an  American  return  of  members  feemed  to  me 
but  a  reafonable  indulgence,  upon  the  cxercife,  or 
radier  rcfuiuption  into  their  own  hands, of  that  part 
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of  fupreme  legiflation  which,  confifrs  in  railing  taxes 
for  the  fupport  of  government,  the  protection  and 
defence  of  the  whole  empire.  I  never  faid  nor  tho  t 
the  colonifts  could  demand  or  claim  ex  debito  jujlitits , 
as  Lord  Coke  has  it,  an  aCtual  reprefentation  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Upon  the  reafonablenefs 
of  an  aCtual  American  reprefentation  I  placed  my 
toot,  and  built  my  only  hope  and  defire,  and 
that  not  for  myfelf,  nor  for  the  Americans  only, 
but  becaufe  I  thought  it  vculd  be  for  the  intereft 

vJ  _  # 

of  the  whole  empire, and  he  one  means  or  anlwermg 
fome  very  great  purpofts,  and  among  others,  that  of 
moft  perfectly  conciliating  the  obedience  and  reve¬ 
rence  of  every  individual  in  the  empire  to  the  fa- 
preme  iegiflative  of  Grcat-Britain,  a  grand  objeft, 
which  has  been  juftly  tho’t  worthy  the  views  and 
contemplation  of  Majefty  itfelf,  and  is  by  our  moft 
gracious  Sovereign  accordingly  recommended  lor  the 
advice  and  affiftance  of  his  greateft  council,  in  his 
laft  fpcech,  from  the  throne,  truly  worthy  a  Biitiih- 
born  Prince,  and  a  patriot  King. 

It  was  determined  in  parliament  laft  year  that  ex¬ 
ternal  taxes  jfhonld  be  raided  on  the  colonifts.  I 
fuppofe  that  internal  taxes  are  granted  and  impofed 
before  now.  This  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  any  time 
thefe  feven  years  would  foon  be  the  cafe.  It  is  in- 
eontcftable  that  we  arc  virtually  and  in  law  repre- 
ferited  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  in  the  whole 
parliament.  But  after  all  this,  there  may  be  a  quef- 
tion,  whenever  the  adminiflration  lha'I  picife  to 
make  one  of  it,  namely,  whether  notwithftanding 
the  undoubted  power  and  authority  of  Grcat-Biitain 
to  tax  her  colonies,  and  altho’  they  are  already  vir¬ 
tually  reprefented  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  as 
part  of  the  whole  with  the  whole  in  the  fupreme 
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^  yet  as  the  American  do¬ 

minions  arc  luch  a  valr  portion  of  territory,  and 
contain  fo  many  good  and  loyal  fubjefts,  it  is  or  may 
not  be  expedient  and  for  the  public  utility  to  indulge 
them  with  the  election  and  return  of  a  few  members. 
But  this  being  a  matter  not  of  right  but  of  favor, 
it  delired,  mult  be  humbly  alked  as  fuch.  For  tho’ 
as  Lord  Coke  fays,  the  return  of  members  in  Eng¬ 
land  is  a  matter  of  right  in,  and  not  of  grace  to, 

1  *  a  '  *  ^  yet  the  cafe  of  the  co- 

loniirs  is  different.  Thefe  never  had  a  right  to  re¬ 
turn  members.  1  herefore  it  miftf  be  an  indulgence 
when  granted.  The  general  affembly  here  tax  and 
think  they  have  a  right  to  tax  their  out  towns. 
Thole  towns  do  and  mull  think  themfelves  rightly 

other  privileges  but  that  of 
returning  a  member.  Whether  and  when  they  IhalL 
receive  this  priviiedge  depends  on  the  determination 
of  tne  affembly.  And  when  once  -granted  it 
becomes  a  right,  and  ,they  are  ever  after  entitled 
to  a  writ  ex  debito  jufhtue.  The  cafe  is  juft  the 
fame  between  Grcat-Britain  and  her  colonies.  The 
parliament  of  Grcat-Britain  has  a  right  to  tax 
London.  London  has  a  right  to  return  members. 
Thefe  arc  diftinct  independent  rights.  Some 
great  towns  there  return  no  members,  yet  are 
taxed.  Thefe  when  it  fhall  be  tho’t  proper,  will  be 
aftually  reprefented  ;  and  when  the  adminiftration 
thinks  it  reafonablc,  it  can  permit  an  actual  repre¬ 
fen  ration  of  the  colonics.  There  can  be  no  de¬ 
cree  without  a  judge,  who  that  is  we  have  feen.  The 
parliament  will  ever  con  fait  the  good  of  the  whole. 
To  make  my  meaning  clear  to  the  meaneft  capacity; 
the  jurifdidion  and  author  ity  of  a  court  is  one  thing, 
the  manner  of  exerciiing  that  jurifdiclion  is  another. 
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This  matter  ihali  be  exemplified  from  the  court  of  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  to  the  high  coy rt of  parliament. 
A  juftice  has  a  legal,  juft  and  equitable  authority,  to 
try  a  caufe  of  40s.  He  tries  the  caule,  gives  judg¬ 
ment  erroneoufly.  His  judgment  is  yet  a  juft  judgment 
and  an  equitable  judgment,  if  his  error  was  thrp  a 
blamelcft  ignorance  of  law,  or  of  fome  faft,  one  o 
which  is  to  be  prefumed.  Here  are  three  things,  1 .  A 
right  to  hold  courts,  or  of  jurifditftion.  2-  This  right 
of  jurifdiftion  aftually  and  honeftly  exercifed.  3.  A 
ri^ht  of  appeal  in  the  party  againft  whom  an  errone¬ 
ous  judgment  is  given.  This  will  hold  in  the  higher 
executive  courts,  Till  we  come  to  the  dernier  leiort  of 
thecommon  law,  the  houlc  of  Lords.  JEventhe  chan¬ 
cery  of  Great-Britain  is  but  a  kind  of  appeal  from 
ftrift  law,  to  more  free,  generous  and  equal  princi¬ 
ples  of  juftice,  reafon  and  good  confidence.  There 
is  fiomething  fimilar  with  regard  to  the  parliament. 
Government  knows  of  no  appeal  from  then  decifi- 
ons,  it  is  true,  they  being  as  to  the  fubjed  next  in 
power  and  authority  to  God.  Their  jurifdiftion, 
power  arid  authority,  tliro  the  whole  ftatc  and  its 
dependencies,  is  uncontroulable.  They  excrcifeit  011 
fuch  objcfLs  as  they  think  fit.  All  that  can  be  done 
is  a  meek  and  patient  acquiefcence  in  their  deter¬ 
minations,  with  a  humble  hope  that  as  all  humane 
decifions  and  determinations  depend  ultimately  upon 
a  knowledge  of  fads  and  circumftances,  when  ne\v 
.light  from  thence  appears,  that  the  fupreme  lcgifla- 
tivc,  ever  watchful  and  vigilant  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  will-appeal  of  itfelf  to  its  own  further  expe¬ 
rience  and  information,  and  alter  fuch  former  laws 
as  they  fhall  think  fit.  On  this  procefs  is  founded  all 
repeals,  additions  to  and  amendments  of  laws, which 
are  but  fo  many  further  rcfearches  of  the  univcrlal 
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mmd  of  the  Hate,  for  itsown  prefervation,  nrofperitv 
and  grandeur,  which  arc  ever  the  fame  thin/with 
.  the  good  of  the  whole,  Magna  ejl  lex  et  pmakbit. 
oulus  popuh  fitprema  lex  eft  &  ejh 

The  Editor  boafts  of  his  “  freedom  from  a  daf- 
tardly,  temporizing  fpirit  that  dares  not  fpeak  out 
what  every  body  .knows  to  be  true.”  One  would 
trunk  there  was  no  great  heroifm  in  tellino  a]l  tjle 
world  what  they  knew  before.  The  ET'or  has 
quite  mihaken  his  talent  again,  it  certain  Hes  in 
fpeaking  out  boldly  in  many  mfiances  what  neither 
he  or  any  body  elfe  knows  or  believes  to  be  true.  I 
don  t  fay  this  is  the  cafe  in  the  revival  of  the  trite 
enervations  upon  the  illicit  trade  between  the  colo- 
mes  and  Holland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe.  He 
fays  this  is  a  “  vaft  prejudice  to  Great- Britain  and 
her  manufactures,”  and  he  might  have  added,  of  in- 
iimte  damage  and  hurt  to  the  colonies  themfelves. 
Not  only  the  inrerefts  of  the  fair  trader,  but  the 
cnaraaer,the  lives  and  health  of  the  whole  continent 
have  eventually  been  facrificed,  or  fubjecled  to  great 
danger,  for  the  emolument  of  a  few  contraband  tra- 
^crs  ^  this  way,  and  their  patrons  in  each  province. 
Many  in  a  province  have  never  been  able  to  thrive, 
it  would  foon  fpoil  the  bufinefs.  But  why  does  not 
the  Editor  fpeak  out,  and  tell  all  he  knows  of  this 
trade  ?  I  defy  his  noble  courage  to  do  it.  A  word 
or  two  from  lo  important  a  perfonage,  might  be 
very  feafonablc.  W.iy  docs  he  not  tell  the  miniftry 
of  the  only  poffible  method  to  (fop  fmuggling  from 
Europe,  and  that  without  any  feverity  ?  Let  him  give 
not  only  the  out-lines, but  the  whole  of  a  bill  for  this 
purpofeon  the  back  of  a  card, that  would  execute  idblf, 
and  render  it  as  impoffible  for  him  and  his  friends  to 
trade  from  any  part  of  Europe  out  Grcat-Bidtain,  to 

advantage. 
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advantage,  as  from  the  moon.  If  he  knows  not  how 
to  effetft  this, which  e’er  long  muft  be  effe<fted,let  him 
learn 'a  modeft  filence.  The  Editor  has  confefled, 
that  money  is  nearly  if  not  altogether  his  fummum 
bonum .  He  fays  he  is  not  “  fo  ignorant  of  the 
world  as  not  to  know  that  money  is  almoft  become 
the  fupreme  good  ;  and  the  obligations  of  confcience 
and  duty,  are  but  feeble  reftraints,  when  profpefts  of 
great  gain  prefent  themfelves  !  This  is  true  every 
where."  He  then  gravely  proceeds  to  prove  it  is 
true  of  every  one .  After  this,  the  reader  may  if  he 
can,  doubt  whether  God  or  mammon  is  the  moft 
dcfirable  object  of,  and  moft  ferved  by  this  hero. 

The  Editor’s  contemptable  flirt  at  a  Profodian,and 
his  auceps  fyllabarum,  reminds  me  of  what  I  have 
feen  in  a  MS.  the  antiquity  of  which  indeed  does 
not  pretend  to  vie  with  the  arundelian  marbles,  but 
I  will  venture  to  affirm  it  is  of  as  good  authority  as 
half  thofe  that  furnifhed  Martynus  Scriblerus,  the 
firft,  or  Dr.  Bently  .  thefecond,  with  their  marine 
hciipnes.r  In  this  MS  codicl .fyllabarum  is  read  fa- 
bularum ,  which  I  take  to  be  the  truth,  and  agreeable 
to  the.  emendation  fuggefted,  have  re  ho  red  the  text. 
And  Yrsfubmitted  to  the  impartial  public, whether  ’tis 
not  now  complcat.  The  whole  paffage  is  fo 
perfect  a  defeription  of  fomc  lawyers,  not  only  in 
Cicero’s  time  but  at  this  day,  that  1  have  ventured  to 
prefix  the  whole  paffage  to  thefe  remarks,  where  if 
they  properly  belong,  in  the  name  of  truth, let  them 
remain,  1  defire  the  reader  not  to  transfer  them,  if 
any  have  a  better  claim  to  them  than.  I  and  their  in¬ 
delible  indefeaftble  known  claim,  can  in  a  court  of 
equity  be  fupported,  let  them  go,  [  am  not  over  fond 
of  them,  for  the  fake  of  inecr  readers  of  Enp- 

'  ' '  lilu 
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lifh  and  Guthries,  no  EngliH:  translation  of  Cicero, 
I  freely  render  it  thus.  “  And  fo  my  Lord  Editor, 
ycki  think  a  learned  lawyer  is  in  himlclf  nothing, 
uniefs  to  compleat  and  give  the  laft  polifh  to  his  edu¬ 
cation,  and  fit  him  for  praftice  and  accumulation,  he 
is  properly  taught  to  become  all  things  to  all  men 
and  women  too.  He  mud,  according  to  you,  be  a 
fine  gentleman,  ally,  artful  petty-fogger, fraught  with 
a  good  (lock  of  low-cunning  and  brafs,  a  mailer  of 
grimace,  a  fpouter  of  plays,  a  bawler  of  forms,  with 
a  voice  fit  for  the  common  cryer  of  a  court,  adeptus- 
fere,  at  repeating  mafs  mattins  and  other  mully  for¬ 
mularies  :  To  crown  all,  he  Should  be  a  delicate 

chanter  of  Lilhbullei'o,  and  other  fongs  ancient  and 
modern/’ 

“  Claudite  jam  rivos,  pueri  fat  prat  a  htlerunt, 
legttis  fores ,  et  burnt  nafcentia  fraga% 

Rigid  us ,  0  pueri  y  fiigite  bine ,  latet  angitis  in  berbu. 

Frtgidus  in  gratis  cant  an  do  rumpilur  anguis, 

Ducite  ab  urbe  domutn ,  me  a  Carmines  ducite  Daphnim.  ” 

1  '  .  ' 

- - - — - - — _  — —  Morbleu  ! 

Stop  the  bottles ,  brave  boys,  the  guards  are  all  drunk. 

Sc — nd — Is  dare Jing  grand  Louts ,  grand  Jaques,  and  old  Punk. 

S - h  fidd/e[  i)  fcrapey  blow  bagpipe{2 ),  burn  Homer  and  flute , 

And  the  D- - /  take  dear  M — t  ny  fu)eet  M — ffy  and  brute.  (3) 

1  . 

(1)  Cacoethcs  feribendi,  which  may  be  cured  only  by  ferubbing  and 
rubbing  down,  but  the  rnerx  fulphurata  or  cannabis  properly  applied  more 
galerticoy  never  fails.  (2)  Scribbling  and  fcolding  in  aod  out  ot  print,  a 
very  harmiefs  amufement.  (3).  M — rt — n  M—ffy  and  brute.  Three 
imaginary  fi<£litious  charters  well  known  among  the  entes  r attorns  at 

N - 1  R - d.  The  firft  reprefents  a  pettifogger  and  *n  editor  ;  the 

fecond  a  quack  and  a  fcriblcr  ;  the  third  an  atheift  aod  nothiog  elfe.  I 
deteld  national  provincial  and  perfonai  rt  jkftions,  have  made  none  on  any 
real  exigences  but  what  are  decent  and  rdpe&ful,  and  I  defire  the  N  — t 
Editor  would  not  pretend  to  fpy  any.  but  rather  apply  himfelf  to  literal 
corredions,  if  he  can  find  them.  I  have  not  time  to  look  myfdf,  befides 
this  being  the  proper  employment  of  a  critic,  a  belle  leitre  man.  a  fine  gen¬ 
tleman,  aod  a  Printers  D — I,  he  will  be  mod  emphatically  in  his  own 
element. 

T  II  E  E  N  D. 
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